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In Senate, Flip-flops Come Easy for Both Parties

By Emily Pierce
ROLL CALL STAFF

Just as Republicans did in 1995, Democ-
ratstook over Congressthis year pledging to
changetheway that Washington, D.C., works.
Butlisteningto debateonthe Senatefloor over
the past month, it’s clear that no matter who
runsthe place, the script islargely the same.

Consider this scenario: The Senate Mgjor-
ity L eader takestothefloor decryingthedeath
of an ethics and lobbying reform bill, blam-
ing the minority party for insisting on an
amendment that is not germane to the under-

lying measure.

“This amendment has nothing to do with
lobbying reform or ethicsreform of thisbody
—somethingthat isimportant, somethingthat
isthe business of the Senate right now on the
floor,” the Magjority Leader said. He added,
“We had a totally unrelated amendment in-
jected, | believe, for partisan purposes”

That may sound alot likewhat Senate Ma-
jority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) said dur-
ing debate on a lobbying and ethics bill two
weeks ago when Republicans demanded a
vote on an amendment to give the president

limited line-item veto authority.

But the quoteis actudly from former Sen-
ate Mgority Leader Bill Frist (R-Tenn.) on
March 8, 2006, when— during debate on the
exact same ethics and lobbying bill — De-
mocrats ing sted on a vote on an amendment
to stop a Middle Eastern-owned company
from taking over management of many of the
nation’s ports.

While Frigt pulled the hill to avoid a vote
on the ports issue, Reid negotiated with Re-
publicans to postpone the line-item veto de-
bate. But Reid's rhetoric was no less accusa-

nion Correspondence. Comptroller
U Genera David Walker said Mon-

day that genera counsdl is expect-
ed to respond by the end of the week to a
letter he received Friday accusing him of
interfering in unionization efforts at the
Government Accountability Office.

Specificaly citing “disparaging and
questionable statements’ made by Walk-
er againg the International Federation of
Professional and Technical Engineers, at-
torney Gregory McGillivary wrote that
Walker isin violation of thelega re-
quirement of the agency to stay quiet
during unionizetion efforts.

The group isleading aunionization &f-
fort a the GAO. In the letter, McGillivary
specificdly cited an article published on
govexec.com, in which Walker is quoted
as saying the union is“way ahead of
themsglves’ in the campaign, and that he
will present his“views on the advantages
and disadvantages of unionization”

This could condtitute an unfair [abor
practice, McGillivary wrote.

Walker dismissed the claims.

“We haven't violated any laws or
rules” Walker said. “We are very aware
of thelaws and rules and we arein com-
pliance with them.”

Page Board Completed. The last Con-
gressona Member of the newly re-
vamped House Page Board was named
Monday when the office of House Mi-
nority Leader John Boehner (R-Ohio)
announced that Rep. Ginny Brown-
Waite (Fla)) would serve as the second
Republican on the pand.

Brown-Waite joins fellow GOP Rep.
Shelley M oore Capito (W.Va)) and De-
mocratic Reps. Dale Kildee (Mich.) and
Diana DeGette (Colo.) on the board af-
ter President Bush signed the House
Page Board Revision Act on Friday.
Among other changes, the bill added a
second minority spot to the pandl to
make it a partisan-neutral body.

Brown-Waite said she approached
Boehner about joining the page board in
the wake of last fall’s scandd involving
former Rep. Mark Foley (R-Fla).

At thetime, she said, “there were
some Members that wanted to get rid of
the page program. | wasn't one of them. |
sad ‘Let’'simproveit’ So | guessthisis
following up on my views on whether or
not to continue the page board.”

— Elizabeth Brotherton and John McArdle

PETITIONING PELOSI

Studentsand parentsfrom D.C.sOyster Bilingual School greet Speaker Nancy
Pelos on Monday. The students presented a petition to end genocidein Darfur.
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GOP Ethics Roster Gains
Counsel, 4 New Members

By Rachel Van Dongen
and Susan Davis
ROLL CALL STAFF

A month into the 110th Congress, the Re-
publican roster on the House ethics commit-
teeisfinally taking shape, asranking member
Doc Hastings(Wash.) haschosenanew coun-
sl and four lawmakers have been picked to
serve on the pandl.

The House Republican Conference is

scheduled to ratify the four new members of
the Committee on Standards of Official Con-
duct at its weekly meeting today.

Minority Leader John Boehner (R-Ohio)
hasasked GOPReps. Gresham Barrett (S.C.),
Jo Bonner (Ala), John Kline (Minn.) and
Mike McCaul (Texas) to serve on the inves-
tigativepanel under Hastings. Membersof the
committee are leader-gppointed and general-

See ETHICS, page 18

“They hatethishill, and thisistheir excuse
tokill it,” Reid said at apress conference Jan.
18.

It s;emsthat no matter whoisin the major-
ity inthe Senate, theruling party bemoansthe
“obstructionism” of the minority, while the
minority bristles at the mgjority’s efforts to
limit the number of amendments and debate
time.

Theirony of thissuddenand whol esal eshift
inrhetorichasn't beencompletely lost on Sen-

See FLIP-FLOP, page 17

New Rules
For New
Democrats

By Jennifer Yachnin
ROLL CALL STAFF

Buoyed by record membership, the New
Democrat Codition isworking to solidify its
growing influencein the House, and issharp-
ening its organizational structure in the
process.

“We redly were looking at three main ar-
easto improve, and to add value to Members
and to the Caucus,” said NDC Chairwoman
EllenTauscher (Calif.), wholisted thosegoals
as administrative organization, fundraising
and compiling alegidative agenda. “We had
to organize oursalves in a responsible, pre-
dictable way.”

Among thesignificant changes, thecentrist
New Democrats, who count 63 membersin
the110th Congress, approved new bylaws, in-
cluding terms of office for executives and
guidelines on how lawmakers may join the
group, aswell asestablishinganinterna whip
post, filled by Rep. Joe Crowley (N.Y.), who
also serves as one of the group’s four vice
chairmen along with Reps. Adam Smith
(Wash.), Ron Kind (Wis) and Artur Davis
(Ala).

In addition, the codlition has hired its first-
ever executive director, employing Matthew
Schumaker, a former aide in Rep. Darlene
Hooley's (D-Ore.) office, where he served as
both communicationsdirector and senior leg-

See NEW DEMOCRATS, page 18

By John McArdle

ROLL CALL STAFF

WhileAlan Hantman'sterm asArchitect
of the Capitol hasended, hisinfluencewas
il felt on Capitol Hill on Monday in the
form of the AOC’sbudget request for fiscal
2008, in which the agency is seeking $34
million for the Capital Visitor Center.

Submitted as part of President Bush's
$2.9trillion budget proposd, thisyear'sre-
quest by the AOC seeks $20 million next
year to finish physica work on the new fa-
cility and$13.9 millioninoperational fund-
ing to run the center.

Whileoperationd fundinginthepast has
never been gpproved above $2 million, the

amost $12 million jump in the current
year's budget request shows the AOC ex-
pectsto havethenew facility openand run-
ning sometime in the

next fiscal cycle. ;
(Though the AOC is éggnfggjg‘;ttif’
predicting a late-2007 | | ate 2007
opening, the
Government Account- GAO Projected
ability Office, which | Opening Date:
Congress has asked to | =1V 2008
help monitor the proj- | aoc cost
ect, hassad that early | Estimate:
2008 ismorelikely.) At least

As of November | $557 million
2006, about $531 mil-
lionhad beenprovided | GAO Cost
for the congtruction of Estimate:

. At least $592
the massive under- | milion
ground visitor center

I

and the AOC said then
that total cost would beabout $556 million.
But the fiscal 2007 continuing resolution

that was introduced last week included
some $44 million in CVC funding (to be
split between operational and construction
codts at the discretion of the AOC and its
oversight committees), so it appearsthefi-
nal congtruction pricetag for thelargest ad-
ditioninthehistory of theCapitol likely will
come out to be closer to the dmost $600

million that the GAO estimated last fall.
CVC Project Executive Bob Hixon,
who has overseen CVC construction
since joining the AOC in 2004, said last
week that withmost of themajor construc-
tion work on the project finished, CVC
crews are shifting their focus to compl et-
ing the installation of new fire and life
safety systems and getting those systems
tested and approved. Hixon said some of
the construction funding that Hantman
requested would go toward paying CVC
contractors who have been impacted by
unexpected delays caused by various de-
See CVC WATCH, page 19
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